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Instructions for Candidates .
| S

1. Write your Q}\h Nox bn the top immediately on receipt
of this %&tlon paper.

2. 458 hs paper Cantains 3 unseen passages and questions
based on them.

3. The questions are in two parts, A and B, both of
which are compulsory. Students will attempt any

THREE of the questions from each part.

4, Answers for Part A are to be written in 250-300
words and for Part B in 350-500 words. |
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Passage 1 (750 words)

Even our college principal, Professor Khanapure, went
out of his way to inquire about my welfare and if any

boys were troubling me.
However, I can’t say the same about my classmates.

One day, they brought a small bunch of\flowers and
stuck it in my plaited hair without my knowledge when |
the teacher was not around. I/heard someone shout
from the back—‘Ms Flowerpot!” I quietly ran my
fingers through my hair,"found the flowers and threw {'

them away. KQ[ did not\say anything,
Q
N,
At tmg&s they ‘would throw paper air planes at my
Q
b&g&\ Unfﬁldmg the papers, I would find comments

such as, M woman’s place is in the kitchen or in

médical science or as a professor, definitely not in an
“engineering college’...] was a target of Kannada
limericks...All the boys would then sneak a glance at
me to see my reaction, but I would simply hold back

my tears and try my hardest to smile...

. I knew that my classmates were acting out for a

“reason. It was not that they wanted to bully or harass
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me with deliberate intention as is the norm these days.
It was just that they were unprepared—both mentally
and physically—to deal with a person of the opposite
sex studying with them. Our conservative society
discouraged the mingling of boys and girls even as
friends, and so, 1 was as interesting as an alien to
them. My mind justified the reason for the boys’
behaviour and helped me cope. And yet, the remiarks,

the pranks and the sarcasm continued to hurt,

My only outlet in college was my actual Education. I

enjoyed the engineering subjects and\did very well in
" - my exams. I found that I pg,ifQMed better than the
boys, even in hard&ore ineering subjects such as
smithy, filing&g}l\\tﬁ:&}} l‘ﬁil%g\:fe1ding. The boys wore
blue overa&éband,lr}qxre a blue apron over my sari.
I knew @%t I,,loo*ked quite funny, but it was a small

price to g@&the education 1 was getting.

When@exam results were announced, everyox;e
else knew my marks before I did. Almost every
semester, my classmates and seniors would make a
singular effort to find out my marks and display them
on the notice board for everyone to see. I had

absolutely no privacy.

P10,
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Over the course of my studies, I realised t-h‘.j
belief ‘engineering is a man’s domain’ is a com

myth. Not only was I just as capable as them fg.
scored higher than all my classmates. This g £
additional confidence and I continued to not
single day or a single class. I persisted in s
hard, determined to top the subsequent exami |
In time, I became unfazed that m' .e
displayed on the notice board. On twontr y, I
proud that I was beating all tHe"\bdys at thei

game as I kept bagging the figst rank in the :

¥
2

My ability to be sel@ﬁhcwnt made me str
" the boys s@ntu arted to respect m
depen@gf on r surveys and drawmgs
' &Qﬁers of the assignments. I
makc

%ween my classes, I ;lso spent muc‘
library and the librarian became very fon .f
time, eventually giving me extra books. |
~ frequently to the gardener about the
be planted in front of the college, and;'
years there, I had him plant coconut t; !
I go to BVB now, I look at the ce

F ‘{

,:
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fondly remember my golden days on the campus.

‘The four years passed quickly and the day came when
I finally had to leave. 1 felt sad. I had come as a
scared teenager and was leaving as a confident and
bright young engineer! College had taught me the
resilience to face any situation, the flexibility to adjust
as needed, the importance of building good and healthy
relationships with others, sharing notes with clasSmates
and collaborating with others instead of $taying by
myself. Thus, when | speak of friends, l.don’t usually
think of women but rather of nfen, because I really
grew up with them. When I later entered the corporate
world, it was a {(@\\dqmmated by men. It was only
~natural for m ollea@@abr friend to be a man and

only somt@es wmﬂd there be women, whom I have

got to l&ow uvé'r many years

1 \:}
Passage 2%

Gomg out to the garden

~ this morning
_to plant seeds
~ for my winter greens

P.T.O.
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-the strong, fiery mustard ‘
& the milder l
broadleaf tumip-
I saw a gecko
who
like the ;"rest of us
has beq;l |
reeling} '

from the heat. 4

: .Geckos h%@he

| | | @ th#

stfewdays

g ; been excessive

fwm
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this moment of pleasure

b of gecko

joy

as I with so much happiness
‘played Goddess

to Gecko.

Passage 3 (740 words)

- After a dinner of dried apples and wheat cakes slightly
burnt at the edges, and the las%t,'éf"’fhe goat cheese, |
climb the stairs oé&he farmhouse and find myself in
the bedroom v@iﬁ the wh b& hand- stitched quilt and
lace-trimme\&lllqvggmoever once slept in this room

cpllecte@?ne@% ;long the windowsill and hung a
ﬁiéce of ld@ gvc the bed with tiny flowers printed 3
into ﬂéﬁc—now faded to pale, watery colors by
the sun.

~ Pa appears in the doorway, his left hand clutching his
pipe while his right reaches into his coat pocket for
the _p'ouch of tobacco. “If anything happens,” he says,

eyes clicking to the window, “run past the orchard
¢

r.1.0.

: i
- . \ pe e
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into the woods, and keep going. If those men come

back, you need to get away from here. Don’t wait for g

”

me.

I touch the window’ frame lined with dust. The clo _;5-'
have moved away to the south, revealing a wet, ]
sky, and I imagine climbing down the roof, dro ':
to the porch, then sprinting out into the»,i\ee-;
breath burning my lungs. Maybe I could make ',';
the dark unseen. Or maybe those mén would ¢

me and drag me back to the~farmhouse.

“If they had seen your\ \mark, if they knew whi

were—" Pg\%hagss hl’s head, eyes llftmg to

I won@\\xlf he’ \s " béen thinking about this s-'fl‘

2 lef%&(% chabm. Maybe this is why he te
e fi e when I was so close to pull

- tri gé t wasn’t just about avoiding a g -
% worried what would happen if they saw
on my neck. He didn’t care about Odie,
supply in the cabin—he only cared about na-
sure they didn’t diséover ‘who I am.
have taken you, Vega. And I’'m not sure"_'
to find you.” :
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- His words make me feel instantly cold, an echo across
‘my flesh. My name, my past, the marks on my skin...

- put me in danger. Put everyone near me in danger.

But I wonder if maybe death isn’t the worst thing out

here. It’s being taken. Hauled away like Odie and
Mgef seen again.
Tog

y.” Inod at him. but I also know: If tho Q

“"'s; 1 won’t leave Pa behmd iy ll .’md fight.

‘ 'fealmg msule me I can’t ex stubbornness
- he same part of m efu

sed to lower

to -acgéptéhat_ th@v uld take Odie and
n % @J’e ou do

ir bones, a thirst that is
r. But aneed to survive. :

d» until now.

.
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Pa glances down the hall, listening, like he hears
'something. But it’s only the house settling, the last of
the rain shedding from the roof. “Get some sleep,” he
says at last. “We’ll leave just after sun-up. Fort Bell
is still a day-and-a-half walk from here, and we don’t |

want to- miss the market, sell what tonic we have
lefy.”

I nod. Another day and a half lost. Another day and ‘
a half ticking closer to the end. He slips away down
the hall, and I hear the thwdp of. the front door as he‘_\

walks out onto the porch..

I slide ope&@e hé’flfom'ﬁ window and let in the night
o’ 2

breeze,{§$§en’i’~ gio'l"a puff on his pipe from the front

pogg@ &Q?jh'e’ll sleep toni-ght; instead he’ll wat__'
the"ro tening for any distant sounds of horse:
¢ p the drive. But right now, only the eve e".

'b%chitter from the trees, and the wind sings d
the halls of the old house. I like it here,

sweet-smelling orchard and tall, protective trees

hidden driveway.

- But we can’t stay. | .
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. } . . J
I watch the horizon, the swirling, spinning universe
coming awake above me, feeling a calm in my chest,
the nigl ’

":ligr to me in a way that no place

d ever feel.

@ =30)
. ®.‘
{ age 2; .

n Passage 3: -
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3. Why does bathing the gecko make the poet in Passagej
2 feel happy? What does “being a Goddess to gecko”
mean in the last stanza of Passage 27 (10)

4. Is the speaker in Passage 3 in a state of panic or
i1s she trying to face the situation she is in wi h

- some courage and bravery? Do you think she 1
~ afraid because of the danger she is m?® or why

not? ()0 (10)

’ : .
5. What do you make of the s father from the
~ description given in Passa hat kind of a person
is he? What do you @k is relationship with the
speaker is like? (10)

\\Q @
%
!'.'. @ :
-‘ ': 1S & of the following : (3><15—4 1
Q -@n s

s 6 & 7 are based on Passage l :

J‘J‘.’_

s 9 and 10 are based on .B.éssgge @h
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!wr garden many people are re&
“such creatures Imagine that@ oet

creepy-

ey judge the incident
(15)

o
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